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Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



The patents, publications and other documents listed on the enclosed PTO Form- 1449 are submitted 
pursuant to 37 CFR §§ 1 .56, 1 .97, and 1 .98. Copies of the documents are enclosed as necessary. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after issuance of a first Office action, but, to the best 
of the undersigned's knowledge, before the mailing date of a final action under 37 CFR §1.113 or notice of 
allowance under 37 CFR §1.31 1. Therefore, in accordance with 37 CFR § 1.97(c), submitted herewith is a 
certification as specified in 37 CFR § 1.97(e). 

Certification 

The person signing below certify that each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure 
Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more 
than three months prior to the filing of this statement. 37 CFR §1 .97(e)(l ). 

An early and favorable action on the merits is respectfully requested. 
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McCracken & Frank LLP 
200 W. Adams, Suite 2150 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
(312) 263-4700 
Customer No: 29471 



December 16, 2004 




VjJbnn PTO-144^j&odified) U.S. Department of 
Commerce <£v 

^\ Patent and Trademark Office 

DB 2 0 2DM yj 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
^ STATEMENT 

^<2AQ£S^^ (Use several sheets if necessary) 


Attv Docket No. 
J-3864 


Serial No 

10/607,702 


Filing Date: 
June 27, 2003 


Group Art Unit 
3752 


Sheet 1 of 1 


Applicant(s): Kara L. Kotary et al. 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


♦Examiner 
Initials 




Document 
Number 


Issue 
Date 


Name 


Class 


Subclass 


Filing Date 
If Appropriate 




A8 


3,587,968 


6/28/1971 


Balland etal. 


239 


47 






A9 


2002/136542 


9/26/2002 


He et al. 


392 


395 





































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 1 


♦Examiner 
Initials 




Document 
Number 


Publication 
Date 


Country 


Class 


Subclass 


Translation 


Yes 


No 




B5 


EP 1 031 446 


8/30/2000 


EPO 












B6 


EP 1 270 021 


1/2/2003 


EPO 

































































OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 




C3 


International Search Report and Written Opinion, dated November 30, 2004, Appl. No. 
PCT/US2004/020586 



























EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 


♦EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 



